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Sir: 

The following comments are directed to the Notice of Allowance mailed June 10. 
2005, for which payment of the issue fee is due by September 10, 2005. 
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Applicants note that the Examiner in the statement of reasons for allowance 
apparently intended to address the elements from each of the independent claims 2, 5, 
6, 8-10, 15 and 20-22. 

However, for independent claim 6, the Examiner recites the language "wherein, 
when the first synchronization signal among the series of N synchronization signal 
exists within the predetermined search area, the input signal determination section 
determines that the input signal is an encoded digital sound signal*. This feature, in 
fact t pertains to independent claim 8. 

The feature relevant to independent claim 6, for which the applicants believe the 
Examiner may have intended to recite, is as follows: "wherein: the input signal includes 
a variable-length frame including a header portion and a data portion; and the input 
signal determination section modifies the predetermined search area based on a value 
of a bit rate of the header section and at least one of data which indicates a state of the 
frame of the header portion except for the value of the bit rate of the header section so 
as to determine whether or not a synchronization section exists within the modified 
predetermined search area". 

Applicants merely want to clarify the language of claim 6 so as to avoid any 
confusion. Claim 6 is believed to be allowable based on the particular features recited 
therein, not based on the erroneously recited language from claim 8. 

Should the Examiner feel that a telephone interview would be helpful to facilitate 
favorable prosecution of the above-identified application, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at the telephone number provided below. 
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Should a petition for an extension of time be necessary for the timely reply to the 
outstanding Office Action (or if such a petition has been made and an additional 
extension is necessary), petition is hereby made and the Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any fees (including additional claim fees) to Deposit Account No. 18-0988. 



Respectfully submitted, 

RENNER, OTTO, BOISSELLE & SKLAR, LLP 

Mark D. Saralino 
Reg. No. 34,243 

DATE: June 30, 2005 

The Keith Building 
1621 Euclid Avenue 
Nineteenth Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 441 1 5 
(216)621-1113 
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